GPS for the Journey
Wednesday, March 3, 2021

Join us on your car radio at 87.9 FM. This station will only transmit close to the church.

GATHERING
Opening Song - Old Rugged Cross
During the singing, a large lighted candle may be carried in and placed in a stand.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God,
for your mercy endures forever.
You know us and call us by name.
You call us to journeys unknown to us.
By your Holy Spirit, guide us:
our steps,
our hearts,
our actions.
Bless our life’s journey and those we meet on the way,
sustain us in our travels,
and grant us peace through Christ Jesus,
our hope and our salvation.
Amen.
Like Moses, God calls us to journey into the wilderness. Lent invites us to:
a time to practice the way of Jesus,
a time to wonder and wander,
a time to do the things that make for peace,
a time to turn away from selfishness,
a time to listen for the voice of God,
that knows you by name and calls you beloved.
Our mighty compass on this journey.
We have gathered to pray.
We are invited to sit and contemplate
in silence and stillness
as the Holy Spirit tunes our hearts to hear God’s voice.
Our prayer is woven of silence, scripture, and song.
In our contemplation, and in our sighs too deep for words,
we are breathing prayer to God
and becoming living intercessions for those whom we pray.
In a while, you will be invited to come light a candle to be placed in the sand boxes.
Please try not to all gather at once; there will be plenty of time to do this as we pray and
as we listen to music. Come at your own pace to light a candle, a sign of your prayer
before God.

WORD
Scripture gives witness to the depths of the wilderness.
God draws people near to it from the corners of the earth.
It is the place where Jesus is tempted.
The wilderness disorients our plans, yet reorients our pathways,
getting lost only to be found once more.
We are hitting the trail.
What will you encounter on the journey?

The psalmist writes:
Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth, and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;

for you I wait all day long.
Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.
Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for your goodness’ sake, O Lord!
Good and upright is the Lord;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
He leads the humble in what is right,
and teaches the humble his way.
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
Psalm 25:4-10
Response: Guide our path as we journey.
Silence
A reading from Mark:
At this time, Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
The moment he came out of the water,
he saw the sky split open and God’s Spirit,
looking like a dove, come down on him.
Along with the Spirit, a voice:
“You are my Son, chosen and marked by my love, pride of my life.”
At once, this same Spirit pushed Jesus out into the wild.
For forty wilderness days and nights he was tested by Satan.
Wild animals were his companions, and angels took care of him.
After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee
preaching the Message of God: “Time’s up! God’s kingdom is here.
Change your life and believe the Message.”
Mark 1:9-15 (The Message)
Response: Guide our path as we journey.
Silence

Reflection/homily
INVITATION TO THE CROSS
During the invitation, the bearer lights one candle in the container of sand.
Come, you who walk in shadows
and wait for light’s revelation.

Come, you who long for truth
to know and follow God’s voice.
Come, you who long for courage
to brave the elements of the wilderness
in journeys unknown.
Come, you who long for grace
to find it on the tree where they nailed him.
Come as you are drawn to pray.
Light a candle. Stay as long as you desire.
While you are seated, lift your prayers in silent song.
PRAYER AT THE CROSS
When you feel so moved, please come light a candle and place it in the sandbox.

MEAL
The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
Thy kingdom come, they will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
CLOSING PRAYER
Let us pray,
God of the wilderness,
you call us by name to places unknown,
asking us to trust your voice and the Spirit that guides us.
Teach us your paths and lead us to your truths.
Be true to your promise
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.
SENDING
Your love is honest about the wilderness
Of becoming and belonging
Without knowing much of anything for certain,
Only that you are willing to try with all your heart.
God bless you and keep you as you journey.
Amen.
You may leave quietly or stay a while to pray. When you go, go in peace. God is near.
The room stays quiet and dark until all have finished praying. Music may continue a
while after the dismissal or may end, leaving people to pray in silence.

How does the Bible, your prayer and Worship life, and other believers help direct
your faith journey? What keeps your faith focused even in those moments when
everything else in your life seems chaotic?

